Mobile h

Five who sued owner,
alleging dangerous
living conditions, are
awarded a total of
$350,000 in back rent.

DAN WEIKEL

A judge has ruted i1 favor of
five mabile home park resi-
dents near Canogs Park who
alleged that the park owner
fatled to make repairs and al-
lowed dengerous conditions to
persist for years, ineluding &
faulty electrical system that
had been eited more than 100
times by state ingpecters.

Based ox an eight-day trial
held in April, Judge Gregory €.
O'Brien sided last week with
Grary and Dekorah Gibson and
three other tenants of Moun-
tain View Mobile Estates,
which eortaims 156 homes
weked inte & hillside with o
partoramic view of {he west San
Fernamdo Vatley.

Trey sued Motmtain View's
wner, G.J. Park Associates,
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CRUMBLING: A wall shows signs of digre
near Canoga Park. A retired judge who ha

and its management firm, MLA.
CirtHo & Agsociates, whick
does business as Sftar Mobile
Honie Park Management.

G.J. Park and Cirilio said
the park was well-fun and that
they hiad spent millions of dat
ars to make repairs in a rea-
sonable arnount of time. But
O'Brien disagreed, speiting out,
his decision in g seathimg 31-
page opinion seheditled to be
filed today in Los Angeles
County Superior Court.

The ianddlord collected the
tenants’ rent, O'Brien wrote,
“for whick the tenants received
i return endless insuits to
their sensibilities: Years of
noise, mud, dangerous condi-
tions, a studied neglect of sim-
ple services, a clubhouse with
no furniture, a badly main-
tained pool and spa, and fnex-
cusably rude, petty and bully-
irig behavior™

O'Brienis aretired Superior
Court judge who works for
ADR ServicesTic., a private sr-
bitration atd mediation serv-
ice in Los Angeles that both
sides hired to hear the case.

He awarded the ETOLD
$350,000 in baek rent for four
years, or about $80.600 per
household, and decided that
G.J. Park and Cirile should
pay punitive damages as well
as the plaintiffs” attorney fees
arit court eosts.

“Maybe this will give resi-
dents of other mobile home
parks with landlords ke otirs g
ghitnmer of hope for some kind

of fair play, espocially the clder-
Iy said Gary Gibsen, 62, 4 10-
year resident of Mountain View
whe spearhieaded the lawsil,

Attorney Dale B. Goldfarb,
whe represents the park owner
and management COIPANY,
cowld not be reached for cord-
ient Friday,

The lawsuit, filed in March
2007, contended that G.J. Park
and Cirile poerly maintained
Mountain View for years and
failed to make repaivs related
to more than 256 notices of
code violations issued by state
regulators since 1898, Those in-
cluded the inadequate olectri
eal system — a key safety issue
beeatwe of the potential for fire
and electrie shoeks.

Stevenr H. Haney, the ten-
ants’ lawyer, alleged that park
operators were neghlgent, en-
gaged in unfair business prac-
tices, failed to keep the park in
good working order and delip-
erately committed continuous
viclations of the state Mobile-
home Resideney Law, which re-
quires park owners and resi-
dents to maintain a clean and
safe environmetit.

Residents testified that
since May 2004 they had to en-
dure scores of park-wide clec-
trical outages, at least 20 park-
wide water shut-offs, unstable
s0il, sewer backups and flood-
ed streets during rainstorms.
The electrical system was so
poor, they said, that the park
was  plagued with power
surges, dim lights, damaged

*—HG‘—‘
ome park residents prevail

LawrenNcE K. Ho fes Adgsles Thncs

pair in April at Mountain View Mohile Estates
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applances and so Httle electri-
cal current that heaters could
not be used in winter sid air
conditioners could not be used
to relieve surmmer heat. ]

'The evidence indicatec that
park operators fook more than
six years to make HHpFove-
ments to the electrical svstern.

Though state imspectors
eventually signed off on the
work, the plamtiffs’ expert, tes-
tiffed that the repairs — some
completed by an unlicensed
contracter — were haphazard
atid that the electricat systern
Stil doesr’t meet nationat
standards.

Residents further testified
that iheir complaints were
ofter met with derision by park
statf, who calied them “trouble-
makers” and faifed to respend.
Gibsor’s wife testified that she
received several anonvmous
death threats, and Gibson told
the judge he was repeatedly
harassed, including being de-
nied uge of the paotfor falling to
sign & waiver of Hability — the
only resident of whom the de-
matid was made,

“The  expectations de-
seribed by the witnesses were
hardly extravagant: End the
neise, stop the mud, fx my
driveway, restore iy view |, .
O'Brient wrote. “For the most
part, the resident office man-
agers seen: to have a standard
reply. ‘T'm working on it." Evi-
dently, they were net.”
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